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ABSTRACT

In the.Indian context, those-who.are marginalized and oppressed live in slums-and streets. In addition, they live
in poor physical facilities. Slum dwellers face many challenges, including, ‘Education is one of the most
challenging issues in slums. Different factors such as socio-economic background, family characteristics, and
educational opportunitics may influence the performances of slum children, In addition, teachers’ perceptions
and classroom practices also play crucial roles. The current sought to explore if family characteristics,
socioeconomic background, educational opportunities, and teachers’ perceptions influence the educational
achievements of slum children in Bengaluru city. The present study employed mixed-method research to
address research questions. A purposive random sampling technique was used to draw a sample from the study
population. Narrative and thematic-analysis were used to investigate and interpret the subjective experience of
teachers working in different school boards. Further, the study extends whether the teachers pay attention to

slum children in the classroom or the students they like,

The study results show that there is a significant difference in the mean scores of slum and non-slum children
concerning location, community, fathers’ qualification, mothers’ qualification, and family income. Comparative
analysis between the slum:and non-slum children's scores reveals that in all subjects, non-slum children's
performance is better than the slum children’s performance. Nevertheless, demographic indicators such as
community affiliation, fathers’ and mothers’ educational attainment, and family income notably influence
children’s academic performance. Specifically, children from families with higher average incomes exhibit
significantly stronger performance across all subjects than those from lower-income households. Qualitative
analysis of teachers’ perceptions reveals a discernible ability among most educators to differentiate between
children from slum and non-slum backgrounds. Moreover, teachers appear to hold varying expectations for
these distinct groups of students. Results of classroom observation from different school boards indicate that
most of the schools follow the lecture method or one-way method of teaching.
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